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MIAMI VAMC RESEARCH  LAB INSPECTION  CHECKLIST  (with VA SRS rev of 7-07)     Date:       /           /


	Building:
	Rm No.
	Room Type: □ Wet Lab  □ Culture Lab □ Equip or Storage Rm. 

□  Refrig or Freezer Rm  □ Autoclave/Washroom  □  Darkroom

	Investigator(s):
	Safety Contact:
	Inspectors:


	Issue
	YES
	NO
	N/A
	Comments

	1. SIGNAGE AND SAFETY PLAN POSTING INFORMATION UP TO DATE

	A.  Name(s) of Investigators and Phone Numbers of Emergency Contacts Posted
	
	
	
	

	B. Appropriate Hazard Symbols Posted
	
	
	
	

	C. BSL (Bio-safety) Level Posted
	
	
	
	

	D. No Food or Beverage sign posted
	
	
	
	

	E.  PPE Notice and Authorized Access Only Sign Posted with Names Listed
	
	
	
	

	F.  Laboratory maps posted near doorway
	
	
	
	

	G.  Laboratory-specific safety plans located in marked locations, easy to access
	
	
	
	

	H.  MSDS located for easy access
	
	
	
	

	2.  CHEMCIAL FUME HOODS/TISSUE CULTURE HOODS

	A. Operational
	
	
	
	

	B. Certification current
	
	
	
	

	C.  Hood free of excess storage
	
	
	
	

	D. Sash maintained at proper level
	
	
	
	

	E.  Hydrophobic filters are used with vacuum aspiration bottles
	
	
	
	

	F.  Aspirating bottles stored on floors are equipped with secondary containment
	
	
	
	

	3.  FIRE PREVENTION AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE

	A.  Fire Ext. accessible, not blocked
	
	
	
	

	B.  Fire Ext. signage posted
	
	
	
	

	C.  Fire doors are not propped open
	
	
	
	

	D.  Clear escape pathways are maintained throughout lab. No cardboard boxes or flammables on floor unless on pallets.
	
	
	
	

	E.  No laboratory items within 18” of sprinkler heads
	
	
	
	

	F.  Telephones have up to date emergency number listings or nearby # posting.
	
	
	
	

	4.  ELECTRICAL SAFETY
	
	
	
	

	A. Limited use of extension cords on a temporary basis and no trip hazards.
	
	
	
	

	B.  Cords in good condition and away from wet areas
	
	
	
	

	C.   Panel boxes are free of obstructions and labeled
	
	
	
	

	5.  MATERIAL MANAGEMENT

	A.  Room is clean
	
	
	
	

	B.  Benchtops are free of clutter
	
	
	
	

	6.  EYE WASH SAFETY

	A.  Available and within 10 sec of active research laboratory work areas
	
	
	
	

	B.  Eye wash flushed and checked weekly
	
	
	
	

	C   Eye Wash Sign posted
	
	
	
	


	Issue
	YES
	NO
	N/A
	Comments

	D.   Area unobstructed
	
	
	
	

	7.  HAND WASHING 

	A.  Water, soap, and paper towels available
	
	
	
	

	8.  PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

	A.  Lab coats  and gloves available and used when working with hazardous agents
	
	
	
	

	B.  Lab coats not worn in public areas with food consumption (e.g., cafeteria)
	
	
	
	

	C.  Protective eyewear available and used when working with hazardous agents
	
	
	
	

	D.  Face shield and goggles available and used when working with liquid nitrogen
	
	
	
	

	9.  FOOD CONSUMPTION AND STORAGE

	A.  Evidence of food, beverages and cosmetics are not present in laboratory
	
	
	
	

	B.  Refrigerators and Freezers are labeled with “No Food or Beverages” sign
	
	
	
	

	10.  CHEMICAL MANAGEMENT

	A.  Toxic chemicals are used in operational chemical fume hoods
	
	
	
	

	B.  Toxic chemicals are not used in tissue culture hoods (with exception of disinfectants and specific pharmacological agents in cell culture as per specific biosafety plan)
	
	
	
	

	C.  Proper labels are maintained on all chemical containers (name and hazard)
	
	
	
	

	D.  Secondary containers holding liquid acids and bases have the full spelling of the chemical (no abbreviations or formulas) and associated hazard (e.g., flammable, toxic, caustic, etc.)
	
	
	
	

	E.  Containers holding experimental materials in common areas are labeled to identify the investigator, date, and contents. 
	
	
	
	

	F.  Containers holding hazardous materials are stored below eye level
	
	
	
	

	G.  Liquid organic and inorganic acids and bases have secondary containment
	
	
	
	

	H.  Refrigerators and Freezers with radioisotopes are appropriately labeled and kept locked
	
	
	
	

	I.   Chemicals are separated according to

appropriate compatibility groups
	
	
	
	


Notes:

	Issue
	YES
	NO
	N/A
	Comments

	J.  Liquid acids and bases are stored in separate cabinets
	
	
	
	

	K.  Cold rooms are free of toxic chemicals
	
	
	
	

	L.  Mercury thermometers are replaced with alcohol thermometers where possible
	
	
	
	

	M.  Lab has a chemical inventory in accordance with VA and GEMS policy
	
	
	
	

	N.  Peroxide forming chemicals are dated when received and opened and never stored past their expiration date.
	
	
	
	

	O.   Flammables, compressed gases, dry ice, organic solvents and toxic chemicals are not stored in walk-in refrigerators or freezers
	
	
	
	

	11. FLAMMABLE LIQUID STORAGE

	A.  No more then 10-gallons of flammable liquid stored in each laboratory without a flammables safety cabinet
	
	
	
	

	B.  Containers holding flammable liquids do not have capacities exceeding 2 ½-gal.
	
	
	
	

	C.  Flammable liquids are not stored near ignition sources
	
	
	
	

	D.  Flammable liquids are not stored in laboratory refrigerators or freezers unless rated for such storage
	
	
	
	

	12.  COMPRESSED GAS CYLINDERS

	A.  Compressed gas cylinders are properly secured by chain, strap or locking base.
	
	
	
	

	B.  If cylinder is secured by locking base screws are tightly secured to tank
	
	
	
	

	C.  Cylinders not in regular or periodic use have protective caps
	
	
	
	

	D.  Cylinders are labeled empty or full if not in regular or periodic use
	
	
	
	

	13.  BIOLOGICAL SAFETY

	A.  Bio-safety level posted
	
	
	
	

	B.  Spill kit available
	
	
	
	

	C.  PIs have informed ACOS for Research of use of select agents and quantities
	
	
	
	

	D.  Sharps container available in labs using sharps and are maintained closed
	
	
	
	

	E.  Bio waste bin available
	
	
	
	


Notes:

	Issue
	YES
	NO
	N/A
	Comments

	14.  STAFF KNOWLEDGE

	A. Knowledge of MSDSs
	
	
	
	

	B.  Knowledge of  Bio-safety and Chemical Hygiene Plan contents
	
	
	
	

	C.  Knowledge of  Chemical, Biological, VHA and BMBL Safety Manual contents
	
	
	
	

	D.  Knowledge of Spill Procedures
	
	
	
	

	E. Knowledge of injury reporting procedures
	
	
	
	

	15.  HAZARDOUS WASTE SATELLITE ACCUMULATION AREA (SAA)

	A.  Waste stored at or near point of generation
	
	
	
	

	B.  Hazardous waste containers labeled with name of each chemical (no abbreviations or formulas), words “Hazardous Waste”, and associated hazard (e.g., flammable) listed
	
	
	
	

	C.  Waste containers are kept closed when not adding or removing waste
	
	
	
	

	D.  Waste containers holding hazardous liquid waste are provided secondary containment
	
	
	
	

	E.  Hazardous waste stored separately from all other unused chemicals
	
	
	
	

	F.  Only one container per waste stream
	
	
	
	

	G.  Lab personnel conduct weekly safety inspections of waste storage areas
	
	
	
	

	H.  Hazardous chemical waste removal documentation available in labs generating waste
	
	
	
	


Notes:
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